
The Guardianship Process
 

and/or

Crisis/Event
Examples:
• Parent with Alzheimer’s Disease
• Head injury
• Adult child with mental retardation 

Consultation
With social worker, 
attorney, physician, 

Petition Filed
• Often with doctor’s letters about
      condition requiring guardianship
• Reasons for proposed guardianship
• Name of proposed guardian

Petition Served
Usually served 

personally on the 
alleged incapacitated 

Order for Guardianship
• Can be temporary, limited, or 
       permanent
• Can require periodic reporting or

Guardian of Person
• A person with responsibility for the
      health, well-being, and personal   
      needs of the ward
• Makes such decisions as where the
      ward will live, who will provide 

Guardian of Property (Conservator)
• A person appointed to manage the
      financial affairs of the ward: 
paying
      bills, managing investments,  

Dismissed

Semi-Annual Status 
Reports

Court Hearing
• Person may or may not be 

present
• Witnesses called
• Evidence of disability presented
• Formal (taped or court reporter)

Annual Accounting

Guardian Ad Litem
• Represents best interests of the
      alleged incapacitated person

Court Appointed Attorney
Represents the alleged incapacitated 


